Beispiel: Fahrstuhl Übung
Dear members, 

I`m writing on behalf of all the europe group
We decided to make a little quiz regarding personal space. 

So here are some situations describing the experience of taking an elevator together with people in different countries and of different cultures. 

Try to guess what country is being described in each situation. 

(You will find the answers at the bottom of the quiz.) 

Have fun! 

  

In the lift ... 

1) This group of people speaks different languages in the lift although they have one nationality. When it comes to the decision in which floors the lift stops or who presses the buttons, these people will discuss a very long time before they take a decision and will than come up with a complicated set of rules and regulations that takes into account the sensitiveness of each of the three groups. Half of the people of this group will talk quite fast while the other half will behave more order- and properly, but still warm and friendly. The tiny third group might give you the impression to be a bit closed and cold and not easy to come into contact with. 

2) Entering the lift with a group of these people, you might first get the impression of being in a cultural melt pot. Although, concentrating on the “original carriers” of this culture, you might get the impression that these people are a bit distinguished. You might find their way to speak a bit arrogant and their behavior a bit distanced. People of this group might make a grumpy face from time to time which might be partly because of the bad weather in their country. Don’t wonder if they might have a drink already at a comparably early hour, the pubs have a curfew in this country… 
  
3) This group of people will patiently queue up before entering the lift. To take the decision in which floor the lift will stop might take a while here as well, though, it may not be very clear to you why and a lot of people might be involved till the decision will finally be taken. If you want to join the group in the lift or want to convince the group to stop the lift in a particular floor, it is best if you know people in the group. In this culture, personal contacts are a key to success. Sharing lift with this group involves a lot of small talk, since all social contacts demand a sufficient amount of conversation before. Overhearing a discussion in the lift, you will find out that these people escape the city and enjoy weekends in the nature and the countryside. 
 
4) If you join the lift with this group, you might be astonished, how fast people in this group speak. Furthermore, they use their hands and feet to speak too. Any topic can cause a very passionate and lively discussion in this group. If the lift doesnt work, two events might occur. First, people standing outside waiting for the lift will go on strike because they are unhappy with the situation. Second, people inside the lift will improvise a fantastic and excellent meal with a good glass of wine with whatever they had with them. Even in a desperate situation they know how to enjoy life. They will warmly welcome you and invite you to join them, but be careful and do not touch on their culture. This group is very proud of the culture and the values its nation embodies. 

  
5) This group of people are mostly friendly and open-hearted. They will never be stressed, so it could happen that they will start a discussion in front of the lift without getting in there. Time means nothing for them. Although you might be a little bit shocked the first time, when you try to follow this really loud discussions they have everywhere. They speak with their whole body like hands and feets and they seemed to be really temperamentfull. This may comes from the beautiful weather they have mostly in their country. It seems to be that these group of people don’t want to be alone, they love it to have some senseless small-talks everywhere, like in the lift for example, while drinking their “frappe” the whole day. 
  
6) When you enter the lift with this group of people, you might get surprised by the fact of how many people actually can fit into a lift together. Apparently, no one cares about private space and everyone is squeezed together, almost standing on the feet of his neighbour. These people would also talk and laugh very loudly, discussing the last national soccer game, for example. So, one should be careful when telling the people their prefered national soccer team, because it might result in a big discussion considering that everyone is very proud of their team. And of course, they have a good reason to be so. It could get also very hot in the lift because of the weather condition in this country, so it is quite advisable to use the famous sandals – the havaianas – and go to the beach with all the people you got to know in the elevator. 
  
7) Before entering the lift with this group of people, you would always have to stay in line in front of the elevator. If there is no line recognizable for you, the order of entering the lift will be determined by the order of arrival. This does not only shows the respect these people have for each other, but it also demonstrates the politeness with which they treat each other. In the lift, there won`t be any closer contact to the other people neither in a phyisical, nor in a communicative way. But this does not mean you cannot start a conversation with them. Once the ice is broken, a very pleasant, nice and cordial conversation could begin. It might even happen, that the conversation is so interesting that no one wants to leave the lift and stop the conversation. 

  

8) Before you can enter the lift with this group, you have to take a number, fill in a form and queue up. The queue will be very ordered and follows detailed regulation. If you try to skip the queue or huddle, all the people will have a rant at you because they all feel in charge of law and order. In the queue, it might be hard to catch a smile and it will not be easy to chat with your fellow lift companions. This group will stop the lift on predetermined floors according to rules and without discussion or bribery, but do not try to get an unforeseen stop. The lift will definitely start and stop in time. Punctuality is a very important feature for these people.  You are in a lucky position if you are around this group if technical problems occur. All over the world, this group is famous for its mechanical know-how, its neat work and the durability of its products. 

  

 

1) Belgium, 2) UK, 3) Czech Republic, 4) France, 5) Greece, 6) Brazil, 7) Portugal, 8) Germany 

